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PTD APPEALS JUDGE’S RULING
Berrien County Judge Paul Maloney denied PTD s
appeal of the sand dune mining permit renewal for
Nadeau Site in Hagar by the DEQ last year.

We have now made application to the Michigan Su-
preme Court for leave to appeal.

PTD maintains that TechniSand s permit should
not have been renewed because the sand dune
mining law requires that in considering an applica-
tion to renew or amend a permit, the DEQ must

rst determine if the operator quali es for a permit.

TechniSand does not.

The critical dune area was not a part of the mine
when TechniSand bought the mine in 1991. In order
to qualify for the permit, the company would have
had to have owned the adjacent critical dune area
prior to July 1989. But the company did not even
exist until 1991!

Judge Maloney failed to address this issue in his
decision. The legal briefs for our appeal to the court
can be read on the PTD web site.

PALISADES POWER PLANT SOLD
In April, Entergy Corporation completed its pur-
chase of the Palisades nuclear power plant in north
Covert Township on the shores of Lake Michigan.
The sale had been contingent on the extension of
the operating license by the U.S. Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission (NRC) for 20 years.

Over a year ago a group of environmental and
public interest organizations including the Michi-
gan Environmental Council, the Sierra Club, Alli-
ance for the Great Lakes, Nuclear Information and
Resource Service (NIRS), Public Interest Research
Group in Michigan (PIRGIM), Radiological Evalu-
ation & Action Project all opposed the renewal,
citing concerns with embrittlement of the reactor,
disposal of nuclear waste, and fragility of Lake
Michigan and the dunes.

A renewed license was issued on January 17,
2007. The renewal provides the option to operate

Palisades for up to an additional 20 years beyond
the original 40-year operating license term, i.e., un-
til March 24, 2031.

Michigan Attorney General, Mike Cox opposed
the sale, which needed the blessing of the Michi-
gan Public Service Commission, on the basis that
the terms of the sale would cost the citizens of
Michigan as much as $62 million more in the rst
nine years of operation by the new owner.

A coalition of local taxing entities supported
the sale saying their consultants estimated that it
would nancially bene t Consumers customers by
as much as $100 million. Members of the coalition
were Covert Township, Covert Schools, Van Buren
County, Van Buren Intermediate School district,
the Van Buren County Sheriff s Department, Van
Buren District Library, Lake Michigan College, and
South Haven Community Hospital.

The sale allowed Consumers to take $316 mil-
lion out of the $555 million decommissioning fund
for Palisades. Both the coalition and the attorney
general questioned whether that would leave
enough funds to decommission the plant.

Entergy will sell 100% of the power to Consum-
ers Energy for 15-years.

INVASIVE SPECIES ACTION ALERT
At the request of the Alliance for the Great Lakes
and the Healing Our Waters Coalition we are pass-
ing on this important action alert to you. Please
contact your U.S. Senators and Representative to
move this important federal legislation forward to
help stop the assault of invasive species in Great
Lakes waters.

THE PROBLEM

Invasive species are the most pressing issues
facing the Great Lakes region. They pose an un-
relenting threat to the health of the Great Lakes
ecosystem and economy. There are 183 known
invasive species already in the Great Lakes, and







